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Congratulations

to our Honorable Minister of

Communications, Innovation and

Digital Economy, Dr Bosun Tijani on
your one year of pacesetting leadership
that steers an uncommon trajectory that

positions Nigeria as one f the world’s
emerging hub for profitable investment

in telecommunications. The board,
Management and staff at Nigerian
Communications Commission (NCC)
express sincere appreciation to President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu for your
appointment one year ago as we
continue to provide solutions in the
telecommunications sector under
the Renewed Hope Agenda.
Wishing you giant strides in the

years ahead.

Engr. Aminu Maida
Executive Vice Chairman/CEQO

Nigerian Communications Commission
Plot 423 Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja, FCT 900271, Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Telephone: +234-209-461-7000 +234-209-461-7514
Email: ncc@ncc.gov.ng
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6 Editor’s Note We zoom into the gallery of Nigeria's youngest honorable

ministers appointed by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu in
7-9 Good Beats August 2023, and seven (7) of them have made significant
10 Past Editions milestone in this one year that Nigerians need to review and
score whether deserved of being sacked or retained by the
government. We bring you achievements on the scale of the

key areas sworn to deliver on.
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yet for the mass population that hope seems to be too slow for

its impact to be felt and there seems to be a wave of protests

bewildering the new government. In this piece, one of the

president's aides shares information behind the curtains of
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governance.
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SAMOA Agreement: Matters Arising | 19-20

One of Nigeria's most outstanding young former diplomat x-rays
the SAMOA agreement signed by the Nigerian government that
resulted to outrage from millions of Nigerians against the pact.

He douses the fears and trepidation fanned by LGBTQ

compromise in the covenant, insisting itis more good than bad.

Benue Regains Investment Rating| 30

Dr Raymond Asemakaha was appointed by Benue State
governor, Rev Fr Hyacinth Alia to head the management of
Benue Investment and Property Company (BIPC), the state's
number one asset and investment management agency. The
new CEO dreams of engineering the state's industrial
transformation and a hub for industrial activities for job creation

and economic development.

Books You Need to Read This Quarter | 42

Books are food to the mind and we bring you some of the most
recent books from Nigerian authors and one pick from the top
shelf of one of the world’s richest men, Bill Gates.

The Power of Datain Your Future | 37-38

As the world today scrambles for control of data, UK based
Nigerian expert reveals how power this tool will be in future,
and shares the need for government, corporate entities and

individuals need to embraceiit.
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Chioma and Davido.

JUL-SEPT 2024 U50 |3



A Publication by Dapines Global Investors Ltd

Us0

THE TEAM

Simon Tuleh
Editor-in-Chief/CEO

Harmony Adesanya
Editor

Isaac Ode
Head of Marketing & Sales

Ambrose Orjime
Research & Statistics

Ikenna Abegonwe
Security & Logistics

Isaac Ekong
ICT & Graphics

About Us:
Dapines Global Investors Ltd is a certified investment
company with wide range of investment in media, ICT, real
estate and consumer lending. With a team driven by decades|
of experience in finance, media, entertainment, ICT, real
estate and business consulting. Our subsidiaries are U50
Media & Events, Kombuy.ng, Investus.ngand car4u

Advertise your brand here

Contact Us on
08187071845, 08029640726

d

U50Africa

D

Nigeria’s U50 Leaders

>

U50 Magazine

usoTv

CONTRIBUTORS

Yusuf Usman Esq
Yusuf is the lead counsel at Mildred &

Patriarch, a legal firm committed to
providing excellent legal
representation and advisory including
litigation, asset recovery, corporate

law and mediation. He is one
outstanding legal practitioner who believes there is a
solution to any problem in the law, and provides affordable

Chief Raphael Atuu

Chief Raphael Atuu is a
Nigerian journalist, editor,
media consultant and
publisher of Action
Newspaper. His

journalistic experience

includes local and
international investigative reportage for Paydesk, The Voice
Nigeria, Oracle Magazine and Daily Asset Newspaper. He
provides media related services to governments and

corporate entities within and outside Africa.

Abuja Office:
Ground floor, Dansville Plaza, Marie Jereton Street, Off
Ahmadu Bello Way, Gudu District, Abuja-FCT

Lagos Office:
Sam Ethnan Airforce, lkeja, Lagos State.
Tel: +2348187071845, +2348029640726

International Office:

18 Maynard Rd, Wincheap Industrial Estate
Canterbury, Ct1 3RH, United Kingdom
Website: www.u50live.com.ng
Email: u50magazine@gmail.com

U50 Magazine publication belongs to Dapines Global Investors Ltd and all materials produced here are protected by
copyright laws. The duplication or reproduction of any content here without consent of the aforementioned company shall
lead to litigation.

JUL-SEPT 2024 U50 |4



O
Z
(72,
-
[
("2
1]
>
=

BUY & SELL IDEAS

NEW BANK OF INNOVATION



¥ 7= M

50 Magazine was first printed in 2022 with

the goal of amplifying the profile and

achievements of young leaders under the
age of 50 years. It was not always easy scampering for
the stories and personalities that fit into this bouquet
with so many challenges. Finding young achievers who
have beating the path for the world to reckon is not
always easy yet we have never backed out from
bringing thisilk.
The South West Nigeria sets the pace in building a solid
platform that has showcased young leaders involved in
state adiministration; Ogunlende is one of Nigeria’s
youngest commissioner and top youth leaders in the
country whose performance as Governor Sanwo-Olu’s
assistant got elevated to become the state
commissioner of Youths and Social Development.
It is less than one year to the end of Governor Godwin
Obaseki of Edo state’s tenure yet destiny came calling
on Godwins Omobayo formerly of Labor Party now to
be appointed the deputy governor of the state.
The north central states, Benue and Plateau brings to
fore strategic echelon of state administration with
Benue’s youngest commissioner at the helm of its
Alialization agenda at the state’s Ministry of Works,
Housing and Development; Tiza Isaac Imojime, the

young politician who lost the Federal Representative

From The Editor-in-Chief

seat for the Buruku people in
Benue state at the 2023 General
Elections.

May 29 marks one year since
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu was
sworn-in as Nigeria’s president and
commander of the armed forces.
Ambassador Elijah Onyeagba
zooms in on the debated hallmarks
of the Renewed Hope
administration with the lens on
removal of fuel subsidy and forex
free flow. He x-rays unpopular
perspectives that illuminates grey
areas that the majority align
towards. The Economist, Diplomat
and Banker jostles our minds to
rethink the negative score on the
Tinubuled government.

It is no doubt that the world now
edges towards putting its weight
on Micro Small Businesses and
Nigeria is pushing to give its own
ecosystem the momentum to soar
beyond its weight. The man at the
driving wheel for MSMEs in the
country is Mr Charles Odii, who
was appointed by president Tinubu
to steer the affairs at Small
Medium Enterprise Development
Agency. Being a MSMEs man
himself, practitioner and well
experience manager, he seems to
be transforming the stage for small
business to easily access funding
and technical support. An
exposition on a purpose driven

leadership by the young people

at SMEDAN.

Many misgivings have been
pitched against the new
national anthem that was
dusted from the pre-democratic
dispensation in the country. The
debate on whether to “hail
thee” or rise oh compatriots”
breeds an unncessary banter.
For our columnist there so much
that could have been gained at
that nick of time.

We have put together so much
in this edition that will keep you
refreshed over this quarter.
Getinsight.

Getinformed.

Get excited.

Getenergized.

Thank you for your support.
Follows us on all social media

handles.

Simon Tuleh
Editor-in-Chief/CEO
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GOOD BEATS

Sabinus Makes History on London

Stage

mmanuel Ejekwu, popularly known as Sabinus or Mr

Funny is one entertainer who's career took a quantum

leap making a stomp on the world's stage in London in
front of close to 100,000 people. The Port Harcourt based
comedian, MC and content creator achieved a historic feat in his
career performing before the largest crowd any African
comedian has ever performed and also earning a top spot on the
global entertainment chart.
The 29 years old entertainer hails from River State where he
spent most of his life and education including Princeton
secondary school in Port Harcourt and University of Port
Harcourt, River State. Sabinus holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Linguistics and Communication Studies from the University of
Port Harcourt. Even though from a humble background, he
earned the reputation as Mr Funny right from his early school
years.
His career started in 2015 before launching into mainstream
entertainment success in 2019. He was nominated in the 2021
maiden edition of The Humor Awards Academy alongside fellow
comedian Basketmouth. Sabinus discovered his comedy talent
at a young age. He began actively doing comedy skits while he
was in the university. This was in 2015 during a particular School
Student Union week when decided to pursue his career further
by uploading various comedy skits on his social media handles,
especially Instagram.

Soon enough, he started getting noticed by Nigerian top
Instagram influencers who started sharing his skits and his
followers on the platform grew. Mr. Funny broke into the
comedy industryin2019.

His popularity has earned some notable recognition. Oga
Sabinus is the brand ambassador for a popular betting site:
Oddstackr and many others. Some of his role models who
have influenced him in his comedy career are Mr Ibu and
Charles Inojie. He won the Best Male Skit Maker category of
the year in the Legit.ng Awards 2022. He was nominated
alongside Funnybros, Mr Macaroni and Broda Shaggi.
Sabinus has also featured in multiple Nollywood movies, the
likes of 'Billionaire's Bride', 'Man of War' etc.

r. Cornelius Oluwasegun Adebayo was

appointed by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu as

the new Executive Secretary/Chief Executive
Officer of the National Agricultural Land Development
Authority (NALDA). Mr. Adebayo, son of former governor of
Kwara State, senator and reputable politician, Chief
Cornelius Olatunji Adebayo. Mr Oluwasegun Adebayo is an
engineer and also a community and social development
expert. The young development expert has expressed zest
and commitment to drive solutions that will engender
development in Nigeria's agricultural sector and increase
national productivity.

JUL-SEPT 2024 U50 |7



Nwagu On A Mission To
Transform Nigerian Credit

31 year old MSMEs development advocate, Uzoma Nwagu was
appointed by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu as the Chief
Executive Officer (CEOQ), Nigerian Consumer Credit Corporation
with the mission to accelerate credit access for millions of
Nigerians as part of Tinubu's campaign promise. Nwagu holds an
MBA from Harvard University and Bachelor of Science degree in
Electrical Engineering from Howard University.

He had worked as a senior associate at African Capital Alliance,
an equity firm, and as a product manager at Microsoft. He also
worked with Goldman Sachs in New York Redmond. He was
recently selected as a 2019 Desmond Tutu Fellow by the African
Leadership Institute for hisimpact in public service. His entrance
into public began with his appointment as Chief operating officer
(CO0) of the Government Enterprise and Empowerment
Programme (GEEP), one of the components of the National
Social Investment Programme (NSIP) under the office of Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo. He was saddled with coordinating the
World bank fund GEEP programme which he supervised the day
to day activities of about 4,000 traders under the scheme.

Since his appointment, the young innovative CEO has expressed
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his commitment to deploy the wealth experience amassed
from finance, data analysis and management to drive the
credit corporation to integrate millions of Nigeria in the 1
year. According to him, the data from the expression of
interest so far indicates that there is a huge appetite for the
product among civil servants and students despite
commensurate programs suh as the Student Loan Fund.
CREDICORP, a federally-owned entity, aims to increase
consumer credit availability to 50% of Nigeria's working
population by 2030. In the 2024 budget, the Federal
Government earmarked N100 billion for the takeoff of the
scheme. However, according to the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN)'s quarterly economic reports, consumer credit
increased from N2.31 trillion at the end of the fourth
quarter (Q4) of 2022 to N3.05 trillion by the end of the third
quarter (Q3) of 2023.

Asisat Takes the World

Stage at Paris 2024

igerian female football star, Asisat Lamina Oshoala

has refused to rest on her ores but instead

committed to continually making her marking for
as long as time permits. Regarded as one of the best female
players in women's football in her generation and most
celebrated African female footballers of all time, having
won African Women's Footballer of the Year for six record
times. She continues to be a leader both on and off the pitch
for the national team too. That will include at Paris 2024,
where the Super Falcons will compete at the Olympic
Games for the first time since Beijing 2008.

The former Barcelona forward Asisat Oshoala proved her
worth with a brilliant performance for Nigeria's Super
Falcons in their Paris 2024 Olympic clash against Spain. The
Nigerian legend's inclusion in the starting lineup was the
talk of the town leading up to the match, following her
controversial benching in the team's opening game against
Brazil.
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Abba Aliyu Takes the Helm At

REA Nigeria

he new Acting MD/CEO Rural Electrification Agency

(REA),Abba Abubakar Aliyu officially assumed

leadership of the Agency to take over from Ahmad
Salihijo after the later was been investigated for corruption
charges.
Mr Abba who previously served as the Head of the Nigeria
Electrification Project (NEP) at the Rural Electrification
Agency, overseeing the implementation of a $550 million
facility from the World Bank ($350m) and AfDB ($200m).
With over 20 years of experience in energy policy and
organizational development, he also served as General
Manager at the Nigerian Bulk Electricity Trading Plc and as
Senior Special Assistant to the Minister of Power on Policy.
Abba has played pivotal roles in various sectors, including
Power, Environment, Banking, Water Resources,
Infrastructure, Education, and Health. His leadership resulted
in securing approval for the $750m DARES (Distributed
Access through Renewable Energy Scaleup) facility from the
World Bank, building on the success of the NEP before
assuming his new role as the MD/CEO of the Rural
Electrification Agency.
The Rural Electrification Agency (REA) is one of the top
performing parastatals under the supervision of the Federal
Ministry of Power as it has continued to roll out Solar off-grid
power solutions and grid extension to millions of unserved
and underserved Nigerians.
REA has been successful particularly because of critical
partnerships with key Government counterparts and both
national and international stakeholders as well as the private

v —

Tola Odeyemi Redefining Nigeria
Postal Service

he Postmaster-General of the Federation, Ms Tola

Odeyemi, expressed her vision and resolve to reform

the Nigeria Postal Service (NIPOST) to become a
world class postal and courier service agency using 21"
century technology and cutting edge innovation.

The 34 year old Nigerian trained engineer, public
administrator and management reform expert was
appointed by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu in October
2023 to steer the organization towards achieving the
Renewed Hope agenda. Before her appointment, she
Odeyemi worked with the Lagos State Environmental Fund
as an executive secretary. Between 2016 and 2019, she was
appointed as a senior special assistant to the Lagos State
Governor at the time, Akinwumi Ambode. In August 2019,
she joined ride-hailing company, Uber, as Head of Public
Policy. Until her appointment by the President Tinubu
administration, she was Head of Government Affairs (Sub-
saharan Africa) at Binance (a crypto currency exchange
company).

Unveiling her agenda for the Postal Service, Odeyemi said;
the essence of every administration lies in the ability to
ensure continuity while staying focused on its core values
and mandate while striving to maximize its potential and
adapting to change. Odeyemi, while expressing her
gratitude to President Bola Tinubu (GCFR), promised to lead
NIPOST into a new era of innovation, modernization, and
transformation, in line with the president's 'Renewed Hope
Agenda”.
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UNDER 50 NIGERIA SPOT

PRESIDENT
TINUBU & TRAVAILS
OF RENEWED HOPE

Excerpt from Governance & Grievance -
A PERSPECTIVE by O’tega Ogra,
Senior Special Assistant to the President
on Digital/New Media

tis disheartening to see various discourses on the proposed
demonstrations by some turned into ugly narratives that
should never have a place in our national space. Here are my
thoughts, and feel free to engage respectfully:
1. Itis every Nigerian's constitutional right to peaceful assembly
and freedom of expression
2. The Nigerian state also has a constitutional obligation to
guarantee every constitutional right of every Nigerian, including
free movement, safety, and security. It is also the right of
hundreds of millions of Nigerians to choose not to join any
protests as many have chosen - and all parties must respect this.
However, asserting one's rights should not lead to the denial of
another's.
3. If you claim you want to have a peaceful demonstration yet
have allowed some actively involved in your protest to use your
platform to mobilise people publicly in the name of causing
destruction and chaos, you are also responsible for whatever
chaosthey cause.
4. To the protest leaders, can you confidently say you have a grip
on the behaviour of those you have sought to join you in the
protests? To those who have chosen to join the protests, can you
confidently say you are fully aware of the plans—seen and
unseen—ofthose mobilising you to demonstrate?
5. Even worse, if you haven't come out to openly condemn and
dissociate your protest platform from calls for the destruction of
regular Nigerians' livelihood and violence against the Nigerian
people and state, it could mean you consent to your protest
platformto be used for chaos - directly orindirectly.
6. President Bola Tinubu and the entire Tinubu-Shettima
administration is aware of the pains Nigerians are facing due to
global economic shocks and local policies that have been put in
place to secure a prosperous future for Nigeria.
7.The President listens—just as he has been listening since Day 1
of his presidency. He has shown a willingness never seen at this
level before, to return to the drawing board where policies may
have been unpopular.
8 Today, the numbers speak for themselves—foreign reserves
have not been depleted despite paying off over USD7.5bn in

OPINION

outstanding obligations/backlogs. The
sometimes unconstitutional use of the CBN's way and

means to borrow money from the CBN and mortgage our
meagre revenues while putting the nation further into
penury is no longer the case. Now, spending by the Tinubu-
Shettima administration is mainly tied to earnings.

9. We are also seeing the rate of inflation slowing
considerably; families can now breathe a sigh of relief and
enjoy more disposable income, thanks to initiatives such as
the student loans scheme and credicorp. These programs
alleviate the pressure of making immediate bulk payments
for everyday expenses. Additionally, the P-CNG Initiative is
driving down commercial transportation costs by providing
free conversion kits, enabling the use of more affordable
CNG fuel for commercial vehicles. These are all in addition to
other programmes like I-DICE, NIYA, and various MSME
support programmes/interventions. The number of taxes is
being reduced by at least one-fifth, with some out of the way
already. Imports of critical food items have been exempt
from levies for a period of time. What more?

10. On the security front, we have successfully reduced
incidents of internal insurrection and kidnappings. Over
5,000 of our fellow Nigerians have secured their freedom
and an impressive number of terrorists and insurgents (over
11,000) have been either neutralised or captured. Our
tactical operations will persist until Nigeria is entirely safe.
We trust in the protection of our brave men and women in
Uniform who courageously risk their lives daily, even leaving
their loved ones for extended periods, to secure our
freedoms. Institutions like the EFCC actively pursue those
exploiting gaps in our system to undermine the country.
Whether it's the former CBN governor accused of
misappropriation, customs officials arrested for accepting
bribes to sabotage the economy, or fraudulent individuals
tarnishing the image of hardworking young Nigerians

JUL-SEPT 2024 U50 |12



UNDER 50 NIGERIA SPOT

worldwide, rest assured, your day in
court is approaching. Justice will
prevail.

11. The country is experiencing a
resurgence in FDI, particularly in the
energy/oil & gas sector, thanks to the
new presidential directives (40, 41,
42), which plug some of the gapsin the
PIA. As you may already know, NNPCL
now operates as a fully commercial
enterprise whilst regulatory functions
have been removed and clearly
defined under crucial regulatory
agencies - NUPRC and NMDPRA, who
regulate the petroleum value chain
and all local and international players,
including NNPCL. Total
Energies/NNPCL JV has signed the
Final Investment
Decision on the
USD550m Ubeta
G a s
Development
project on the
back of
executive
directives 40,41,
&42. More are to
be announced in
due course. The
international
scene is more
confident than
they have been
in recent years
about coming
back to Nigeria.
12. Foreign
companies leaving? Yes, some are, but
we must not ignore that many of those
leaving failed for years to invest in the
value chain of their businesses or did
not adopt suitable approaches to the
local markets. Others were following a
global trend to cut down their scale in
markets such as Africa. However, for
every company that leaves, their
businesses have been taken over by
other foreign investors who see the
opportunities in Nigeria or local
investors who have built the capacity
to operate in this environment. The
high exchange rate may not be ideal,

but what about the opportunities
presented? Countries like Indonesia and
Vietnam, with exchange rates between
12,000 to 25,000 in their local currencies
to the dollar, have used similar
opportunities to push their countries to
become two of the fastest growing in the
world spurred by increased productivity,
value addition, and exports, which a
weaker currency provides. Nigerian
companies that add value and are export-
focused are already taking advantage of
this.

13. President Bola Tinubu is unwavering
in his commitment to bringing
governance to the grassroots. The
Tinubu-Shettima administration has
secured local government financial

s \ar o
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autonomy through the successful
Supreme Court case brought by the AGF,
implemented policies to support
unemployed youth like the out-of-job
social safety stipends, and increased
FAAC allocations to states for further
development investments. His focus is
firmly on stabilising the economy to
ensure a secure future for all our children.
President Bola Tinubuis resolute, focused
on his job, and won't be swayed. Every
eligible Nigerian will have the
opportunity to judge his performance at
the ballot box in three years. This hard-
fought democracy gives every Nigerian

OPINION

the power to hold all leaders
accountable.

Know This: President Bola Tinubu is not
beholden to any special interests, and
despite expected resistance by some
'Hands of Esau' who cannot get their way,
and trying to rile up the polity, he will
always put the interests of Nigerians first

14. Again, it is your constitutionally
guaranteed right to peaceful assembly,
but in this case, where some mobilisers
have come out on various platforms to
say they aim for destruction and chaos,
how do you guarantee your objectives are
aligned? How do you now convince or
guarantee the hundreds of millions of
non-protesting Nigerians that those of
you who choose to protest are simply out

to air your voices and not to cause
violence or destruction as has been
pushed by many within your midst?

The choice is yours. Think about it and
decide if you are in support of violence
against our communities or for us to join
hands in moving the country forward.
Where do you stand?

God Bless Nigeria
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Celebrating a hard worker, result oriented visionary leader
Hon (Dr)) Olubunmi Tunji-Ojo, Honorable Minister of Interior
on your one year of ground breaking achievements.

Kemi Nandep
Comptroller General
Nigeria Immigration Service
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UNDER 50 AFRICA SPOT

GOVERNANCE
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Chief Adebayo Adelabu was appointed in August 2023 as the Minister of Power by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu. He is a former
deputy governor, operations of the Central Bank of Nigeria before the call to service in the Federal Executive Council under
leadership of president Bola Ahmed Tinubu. The Minister oversees several agencies under the Federal Ministry of Power which
includes; Nigeria Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERC), Niger Delta Power Holding Company (NDPHC), Nigeria Bulk Electricity
Trading Plc (NBET), Presidential Taskforce on Power, Transmission Company of Nigeria (TCN), National Power Training Institute,
Electricity Management Services and Nigeria Power Finance. We provide you an overview of the achievements recorded in this

agencies and departments over the past one year as compiled by NERC based on the functions of DAs.

inister of Power, Chief Adebayo Adekola Adelabu

immediately after assuming office revived the

erstwhile management tradition of team work and
synergy among agencies and departments under the ministry.
This necessitated the inauguration of the Ministerial Power
Sector Working Group comprising the Transmission Company of
Nigeria (TCN), Rural Electrification Agency (REA), National Power
Training Institute(NAPTIN), Nigerian Electricity Management
and Safety Agency(NEMSA), NELMCO, Nigeria Electricity
Regulatory Commission(NERC) and the Nigeria Bulk Electricity
Trading(NBET). This inauguration involved signing of
performance bond by all the Chief Executive Officers to deliver
on president Bola Ahmed Tinubu's Renewed Hope agenda.

The working group would serve more like a backup for sector co-
ordination and centralized project management such that it will
foster the synergy and capacity optimization.

Addressing Nigerians within the first quarter of his assumption
of office, The Minister of Power, Mr Adebayo Adelabu, had
assured Nigerians that the Federal Government will empower
them through 'stable and accessible' power. The minister who
stressed that every home, industry, school, and business will
benefit from the government's efforts. To achieve the feat,
Adelabu said the ministry will leverage the Nigerian Electricity
Act of 2023 to boost the power supply in the country. According
to him, the ministry will diligently provide optimal solutions for
Nigeria's power needs across the nation. He said that the task
was not merely a requirement, but an expectation from both the
President and the Nigerian populace who had endured years of
power challenge.

In less than six (6) months since his appointment, the
Honourable Minister of Power, Chief Adebayo Adelabu officially
launched the 2024 Nigeria Residential Sector Energy Demand-
Side Survey, a critical survey led by the Federal Ministry of Power,
with support from the European Union and the International
Energy Agency (IEA).

Over 5,000 households were surveyed across the 6 geo-political
zones of the nation, aiding the Federal Government's decision-
making in the formulation and implementation of sustainable
energy policies. As energy data remains a key factor in the
implementation of energy programmes in Nigeria, the Federal
Government was focused on exploiting the best technologies
and survey models to collate the necessary data, especially in
hard-to-reach locations across the nation.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN GENERATION, TRANSMISSION, REVENUE
AND REGULATION

There were twenty-seven (27) grid connected power plants
in 2024/Q1 consisting of nineteen (19) gas, four (4) hydro,
two (2) steam, and two (2) gas/steam-powered plants. The
average available generation capacity across all the plants
during the quarter was 4,249.10MW representing a-13.68%
decrease (673.16MW) compared to the 4,922.26MW
recorded in 2023/Q4 (Figure A). Seventeen (17) out of the
twenty-seven (27) grid-connected plants recorded
decreased available generation capacities in 2024/Q1
compared to 2023/Q4. In 2024/Q1, the average hourly
generation of available units decreased by -8.22% (-
364.25MWh/h) from 4,433.82MWh/h in 2023/Q4 to
4,069.57MWh/h. The total electricity generated in the
quarter also decreased by -9.21%1 (901.94GWh) from
9,789.87GWh in 2023/Q4 to 8,887.93GWh (Figure B). The
decrease in gross energy generation during the quarter was
primarily due to the decrease in the available generation
capacities of the grid-connected power plants compared to
2023/QA4.

Commercial Performance:

The commercial performance of the 2024/Q1 report covers
energy offtake performance, billing efficiency, collection
efficiency, aggregate technical, commercial, and collection
loss, as well as the market remittance of relevant market
participants. The Commission monitors the financial
performance of the NESI to ensure efficient and
commensurate cash flow along the value chain for the
sustainability of the industry.

a. Energy Offtake Performance: In 2024/Q1, the average
energy offtake by DisCos at their trading points was
3,283.87MWh/h which was a decrease of -429.29MWh/h (-
11.56%) compared to the 3,713.16MWh/h recorded in
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2023/Q4. A total of #291.62 billion
was collected by all DisCos in 2024/Q1
out of the #368.65 billion billed to
customers.

b. Billing Efficiency: The total energy
received by all DisCos in 2024/Q1 was
7,171.93GWh while the energy billed
to end-use customers was
5,769.52GWh, translating into an
overall billing efficiency of 80.45%. This
represents an increase of +2.00 pp
relative to the 78.45% recorded in
2023/QA4.

c. Collection Efficiency: The total
revenue collected by all DisCos in
2024/Q1 was ¥291.62 billion out of
#368.65 billion billed to customers.
This translates to a collection efficiency
of79.11% which represents anincrease
of +5.32pp when compared to
2023/Q4(73.79%).

d. Aggregate Technical, Commercial
and Collection (ATC&C) Loss: ATC&C
provides a consolidated report of how
much revenue a DisCo can collect
relative to how much it should have
collected based on the volume of
energy it received (and sold to
customers). It is the indicator that
evaluates the actual energy and
revenue loss in electricity distribution
systems.

The ATC&Clossin 2024/Q1 was 36.36%
comprising - technical and commercial

loss (19.55%) and collection loss
(20.83%). The ATC&C loss improved by
5.75pp compared to 2023/Q4
(42.11%).

In 2024/Q1, Ikeja was the only DisCo
that recorded a lower ATC&C (15.81%)
than its target (18.73%). The inability
of DisCos to achieve their respective
ATC&C targets means that they are not
able to recover the full revenues they
require to provide returns to investors
and in some instances — they may not
even fully recover the cost of delivering
electricity to the customers.
Ultimately, both cases may lead to the
erosion of their long-term financial
sustainability.

e. Market remittance: In 2024/Q1, the
cumulative upstream invoice payable
by DisCos was #114.12 billion,
consisting of #65.96 billion for DRO-
adjusted generation costs from NBET2
and #48.16 billion for transmission and
administrative services by the Market
Operator (MO). Out of this amount,
the DisCos collectively remitted a total
sum of &110.62 billion (865.52 billion
for NBET and #45.10 billion for MO)
with an outstanding balance of #3.50
billion. This translates to a remittance
performance of 96.93% in 2024/Q1
compared to the 69.88% recorded in
2023/Q4.

GOVERNANCE

f. Remittance by Special and Bilateral
Customers: In 2024/Q1, none of the four
(4) international bilateral customers
serviced by the MO made any payment
against the $14.19 million invoice issued
to them by the MO for services rendered
in 2024/Q1. Similarly, none of the bilateral
customers within the country made any
payment against the cumulative invoice of
#1,860.11 million issued to them by the
MO for services rendered in 2024/Q13.

Licences and Permits:

The Commission issued thirty-two (32)
licences, permits and certifications in
2024/Q1. They include: Thirty-two (32)
licences, permits and certifications were
issued in 2024/Q1. A total of 123,604
meters were installed in 2024/Q1. Nine (9)
new off-grid generation licences with a
total nameplate capacity of 109.69MW,
Three (3) new electricity trading licences,
Nine (9) captive generation permits with a
total nameplate capacity of 52.57MW,
Three (3) permits and two (2) registration
certificates for minigrids and Six (6)
certifications for Meter Service Providers.

Consumer Achievements:

a. Consumer Education and
Enlightenment: In line with its
commitment to ensure continuous
customer education and enlightenment,
the Commission continued to implement
customer enlightenment programs within
the quarter.

b. Metering: A total of 123,604 meters
were installed in 2024/Q1, representing
anincrease of 8,423 installations (+7.31%)
compared to the 115,181 meters installed
in 2023/Q4. The new installations
increased the net end-user metering rate
in the NESI by 0.40pp between 2023/Q4
(44.39%) and 2024/Q1 (44.79%). During
the quarter, 114, 477 meters (92.62% of
the total installations) were installed
under the MAP framework while 14
meters were installed under the NMMP
framework. The Vendor Financed
framework accounted for 7,540 meter
installations while 1,573 meter
installations were recorded under the
DisCo Financed framework.
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SAMOA Agreement -

Matters Arising Pt 1
by Amb. Elijah Onyeagba PhD

Ambassador Elijah Onyeagba is Nigeria's former ambassador to the Republic
of Burundi, politician, trained Economist, banker, investment expert,
entrepreneur and public policy analyst. He shares his insights on the SAMOA
agreement and the mala-information that had dominated Nigeria's social
media space on the fears of the country been entangled with an LGTBQ
sublimed clause which contracts the laws and norms of Nigerians.

n 15 November 2023, the

European Union (EU) and its

Member States signed a new
partnership agreement (referred to as
the 'Samoa Agreement') with member
states of the Organisation of African,
Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS).
The multiple negotiation levels, the
coronavirus crisis and difficulties in
reaching agreement on sensitive issues,
such as migration management and
sexual and reproductive health and
rights, prevented the new agreement
from being finalised by the initial expiry
date set in the Cotonou Agreement. It
took more than two years of
negotiations before the text of a
renewed partnership agreement was
initialled in April 2021, and two more
years for the EU Member States to
resolve dissenting views before signing.
The future agreement will be
provisionally applied from January
2024, and further legal procedures will
be required before it can enter fully into
force, notably ratification by at least
two-thirds (53) of OACPS members.
The Samoa Agreement is based on six
key priorities: human rights, democracy
and governance; peace and security;
human and social development;
inclusive, sustainable economic growth
and development; environmental
sustainability and climate change; and
migration and mobility. The EU and the
OACPS agreed on the principle of a
common foundation complemented by
three regional protocols (for African,

Caribbean, and Pacific OACPS members
respectively). The European Parliament
succeeded in maintaining the ACP-EU
Joint Parliamentary Assembly; three
regional parliamentary assemblies will
be created in the partnership's future
institutional set-up.

Nigeria today signed the Samoa
Agreement, joining 72 fellow members of
the Organisation of African, Caribbean,
and Pacific States (OACPS), in a pledge to
enhance OACPS-EU relations
international cooperation. Ambassador
Obinna Chiedu Onowu represented
Nigeria to sign the Samoa Agreement at
the OACPS Secretariat in Brussels. The
majority of the 79 OACPS member states
signed the agreement in Apia, Samoa, on
November 15, 2023, which has been
provisionally applied since 1 January
2024.

Afterwards, a newspaper organisation
had reported that the Samoa Agreement
signed by the Nigerian Government
contained clauses that mandate Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender rights.
The newspaper's report was premised on
an opinion article by a Lagos-based
lawyer, Sonnie Ekwowusi, that articles of
the agreement systematically legalised
LGBTin Nigeria.

The document which contains sixty (60)
articles have very salient but important
points that Nigerians should take critical
note and consider as great opportunities.
I will be highlighting some of them here
and also recommend you also study the
entire document for yourself too.

OPINION

e

Lately it has actually been a document

that generated some level of you know,
conversation around the citizens of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. And clearly
what | see that is going on with this
Samoa agreement is a situation where a
few issues have not been presented, you
know, a few misunderstandings here
and there concerning the agreement.
Clearly it's an agreement that has about
a hundred and three articles. Itis also an
agreement between the European
Union and the organisation of the
African and Caribbean pacific states,
which Nigeria actually signed into on the
28th of June, 2024. It is clearly broken
down into six different areas. In the first
instance it talks about areas relating to
democracy and human rights, areas
relating to economic growth and
development, areas relating to climate
change, social and human development,
it talked about migration issues and
peace and security. So clearly the
question with respect to human rights
and democracies, what is the
expectation clearly, clearly | think it's
important for Nigerians and everybody
that is listening to know that there is no
way everybody is expected to practice
the same level of democracy or the same
form of democracy.

Nigeria has got its brand of democracy,
we conduct elections every four years
and run a parliament that consist of the
Upper and Lower chambers in the
National, that is The Senate and the
House of Representatives. But in
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Europe, there are three types of
government systems in European
politics: in a presidential system, the
president is the head of state and the
head of government; in a semi-
presidential system, the president and
the prime minister share a number of
competences; finally, in a parliamentary
republic, the president is a ceremonial
figurehead who has few political
competences. As with the definition of
constitutional monarchies, sometimes
the president does have non-ceremonial
competences, but does not use them by
constitutional convention; this is the
caseinAustria, forinstance.

By definition, modern democratic
constiutional monarchies are
parliamentary, as there is no elected
head of state who could assume non-
ceremonial competences; of the twenty
one republican member states of the
European Union, only one is a
presidential republic Cyprus and four are
semi-presidential republics (France,
Lithuania, Portugal and Romania). These
four (semi-)presidential republics elect
their president by direct popular vote.
Among the sixteen parliamentary
republics, nine do the same (namely
Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
Croatia, Finland, Ireland, Poland,
Slovakia and Slovenia), whereas in the
remaining seven (Estonia, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia and Malta)
the president is elected by parliament or
other special representative body such
asthe German Bundesversammlung.

While in Africa, The top 3 African
countries ranked by V-Dem Democracy
indices Electoral Democracy metric in
2024 were Cape Verde, Seychelles and
South Africa. The Freedom Index ranks
states based on the protection of
'political and civil liberties and
freedoms' that individuals receive
including the freedom to participate in
elections. In 2018, the index found that
the majority of Sub-Saharan African
states including but not limited to
Sudan, Cameroon and Ethiopia Ewere

not-free', while several states including
but not limited to Namibia, Botswana
and Ghana were pronounced ‘free’

If you go to other democracies even the
European Union and of course within
Africa, some actually practice the
Parliamentary system of government. So
there is actually no way that everybody
is expected to have the same form of
democracy, it will vary from one country
toanother.

You actually talked about declaration,
the truth of the matter is there is the
Vienna convention known as the Law of
Treaties, the VCLT establishes
comprehensive, operational guidelines,
rules, and procedures for how treaties
are drafted, defined, amended, and
interpreted. An international treaty is a
written agreement between countries
subject to international Law that
stipulates their consent to the creation,
alteration, or termination of their rights
and obligations, as stipulated in the
treaty. The Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties was adopted and opened
to signature on 23 May 1969, became
effective on 27 January 1980, and has
been ratified by 116 sovereign states as
of January 2018. Non-ratifying parties,
such as the U.S, have recognized parts of
the VCLT as a restatement of customary
international Law.. In treaty law, the
VCLT is the authority for resolving
disputes about the interpretation of a
treaty.

OPINION

In the case of Samoa for example there
was what is called "interpretative
declaration", that was attached to the
agreement that was signed by the
Federal Government of Nigeria, And in
that interpretative agreement a couple
of clauses that have generated this
brouhaha in the social space, raging
from LGBT rights recognition, to issues
of sovereignty, to issues of economic
development. so there was actually you
know some level of reservation
expressed by Nigerians and of course
issues relating to LGBT rights, Nigeria
made it very clear that this is our
understanding of what gender means,
and | am sure we will get to that point. It
is also important to understand that
even on the part of the European Union
for example, there were also two
countries on their side that clearly
expressed reservation as well, that had
the same position/stance with Nigeria
on the particular issues relating to
gender and other areas of concern.
Those countries are Poland and
Hungary. These two countries are quite
sensitive about these issues as well and
they made their own interpretative
declaration upon the signing of the
agreement.
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47 yearsold Dr Bosun Tijani was appointed in August 2023 by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu to lead Nigeria's technological advance
pivoted by the cusp of Renewed Hope by the huge young vibrant population to put the country on the global competitive arena for
technology. As part of his commitment as the helmsman of the ministry, he expressed that Nigeria has the digital capacity and
opportunities to compete favourably with other nations of the world. The Ministry supervises and coordinates Nigeria
Communications Commission (NCC), National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA), Galaxy Backbone Nigeria,
Nigeria Communications Satellite Ltd, Nigeria Postal Service (NIPOST), Nigeria Data Protection Commission (NDTC) and Universal

Service Provision Fund (USPF). Discover remarkable achievements recorded in the past one year since his assumption of office.

n Strategic Blueprint, Dr Bosun Tijani for 2023-2027, it

detailed a progressive framework that encompasses five key

pillars: Knowledge, Policy, Infrastructure, Innovation,
Entrepreneurship & Capital (IEC) and Trade. Each pillaris integral
to our mission and interconnected with others, forming the
foundation of our strategy.

The 5 pillars, Bosun said “Knowledge is the cornerstone upon
which innovation thrives, and is built upon the bedrock of sound
policies. Infrastructure provides the essential backbone for a
thriving digital economy, while innovation and
entrepreneurship drive economic diversification. Trade, the fifth
pillar, represents our commitment to global collaboration and
partnerships, recognising thatinnovation knows no borders.”

The Strategic Blueprint provides a
well-articulated roadmap which
seeks to leverage on the power of
knowledge to develop talents,
invest in research and achieve
70% digital inclusion by 2027.
Recognizing the fundamental role
of policy in enabling innovation,
entrepreneurship and inclusive
growth, the Strategic Blueprint
outlines areas where sound
policies are required to
strengthen broadband
penetration, enable digital
inclusion and contribution to the
nation's GDP. The strategic
Blueprint also outlines the
pathway for infrastructure
development to increase
participation in the digital space
and promote economic growth and improved service delivery in
the publicsector.

3MTT Initiative for Community Learning

The 3 million Technology Talent (3MTT) Initiative was launched
by the minister in partnership with IHS Nigeria to establish the
3MTT Learning Community, a nationwide learning initiative to
empower Nigerians with critical digital skills. This partnership
will facilitate the setting up of learning communities in Nigeria's
36 states and the FCT, and provide opportunities for the 3MTT
participants to gather weekly, learn, collaborate and build
projects. The establishment of these learning communities will
also help facilitate the strengthening of local innovation
ecosystems across Nigeria. Under this partnership, IHS Nigeria

will provide financial support and industry expertise to the
initiative and has committed to paying the salaries of the 37
dedicated learning community managers, as well as
providing access to a learning platform that will support the
3MTT talent development efforts.

The Three Million Technical Talent (3MTT) programme was
one of our earliest initiatives and we have seen significant
success in its launch and subsequent application by over 1.6
million talented Nigerians across different demographics in
just a month. The programme was co -created with
stakeholders from within our Ministry as well as external
partners with expertise in training and funding”.

The Nigerian Government
announced the initiation of
learning activities for the
270,000 fellows selected for the
second cohort of the 3 Million
Technical Talent (3MTT)
programme. Athough Cohort 2
of the programme commenced
. in March, the learning phase
¥ officially began in mid-May.
Tijani, in announcing the
commencement, expressed
gratitude to all fellows for their
patience and assured them of an
enriching learning journey. He
also hinted at upcoming
opportunities for engagementin
the learning community for the
3rd and 4th cohorts.

Highlighting the progress of the
first cohort, the minister disclosed that many fellows had
secured internship placements across the country. These
fellows, he said are now set to participate in hackathons
within their respective states to apply their acquired
knowledge, collaborate with peers, and develop innovative
solutions.

The 3MTT programme is a vital component of the Renewed
Hope agenda, aimed at nurturing Nigeria's technical talent
pool to drive the digital economy and position the nation as
a leading exporter of talent. Commencing with 30,000
Nigerians in the first phase, representing 1% of the 3 million
target, the selection of 270,000 individuals for the second
cohortbrings the total to 10%.

JULY-SEPT 2024 U50 |22



UNDER 50 NIGERIA SPOT
E-governance Achievements:
Leveraging on technology advances;
the Ministry has initiated projects to
ensure that citizens and businesses
have easy access to government
services. These initiatives are
prioritized to drive the adoption of e-

government across the MDAs, which
will turnimprove service delivery, drive
transparency, accountability and good
governance. These initiatives as
National E-Government Master Plan,
Government Service Portal (GSP),
Government Contact Centre (GCC),
Open Data Portal, Electronic Document
Management System (EDMS), The E-
Government Capacity Building
Program, and The National E-Health
Strategic Framework. The following
initiatives are being implemented by
the E-Government department:

1. National E-Government
Master Plan: This is a roadmap for the
adoption of e-Government best
practices, by all Federal Government
Ministries, Departments and Agencies
(MDAs) developed in collaboration
with the Government of Korea. To
further promulgate the national
importance of e-governance in Nigeria,
in line with the government's direction
of leveraging technology for public
service productivity; the department is
responsible for the wide-scale
implementation of the plan which will
accomplish the full transformation of
government transactions; improve the
experience of citizens and businesses
transacting with government by
simplifying the services, increase
citizens engagement and drive

transparency.

2. Government Service Portal
(GSP): Thisisis a platform (services.gov.ng)
which aims to provide citizens, businesses
and foreigners with easy access to various
government services through a one-stop
government
portal. This
h a s
improved
government
processes,
s aves
citizen's
travel time to
government
i offices, and
ensures
round-the-
clock access
to government services, thereby
revolutionizing the efficiency,
convenience, and effectiveness with which
publicservices are delivered.

3. Government Contact Centre
(GCC): This is a platform that allows
citizens (irrespective of their location,
literacy level or language) to get access to
government services/information through
calls. Focus is on citizen orientation and
simplicity, as they can communicate with
the administration in a convenient, simple,
electronic and barrier-free. This initiative
has generated employment, as well as,
increases the participation of citizens in
public sector activities as it encourages
them to contribute their ideas and give
feedback to the Government.

4, Open Data Portal: This is An
online platform (data.gov.ng) where non-
sensitive data sets from government MDAs
are routinely made available to the public.
This increases Government's ability to
ensure transparency and inclusion of the
general public in its service delivery as
information released can be used for
decision making by citizens and
businesses.

5. Electronic Document
Management System (EDMS): The
government is not relenting in efforts to
deepen application of ICT in all public

GOVERNANCE
endeavours, hence the initiative to
move all its documents online
(digitization). The benefits of an EDMS
include increased information security,
reduced cost, business processes
automation and improved access to
information which achieves the aim of
leveraging technology to improve public
service productivity.

6. The E-Government Capacity
Building Program: This is a is aimed at
establishing the foundation for the
sustainable development and
applications of E-governance across all
sectors. More than 2000 public servants
have been trained, at federal and
regional levels, with focus on
institutional transformation and human
resources development in this
continuous service wide training
program.

7. The National E-Health
Strategic Framework: This is was
developed in conjunction with the
Federal Ministry of Health as ICT has
been identified as a key enabler to
achieve the desired improvements in
the country's health care delivery. It
enhances the quality of care, reduces
operating and administrative cost,
facilitate faster access to health
information, increases communication
through the internet and increase
productivity of health personnel.

The Minister of Communications,
Innovation, and Digital Economy, Dr.
Bosun Tijani has said that the
government is already receiving
investors' interest in its proposed $2
billion fund for laying fibre
infrastructure across the country. The
Minister disclosed this on the sidelines
of the ongoing World Economic Forum
in Davos, Switzerland. Emphasizing the
importance of the project, Tijani said it
would be one of his biggest
achievements as a Minister when
completed. Recall that the Minister in
December last year had declared that
the country would require an estimated
$2 billion investment to lay fibre optic
cables across the country.
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A New Era Has Come - Rebranding Nigeria’s

Non-0il Sector

EE& vV SPUe Dpe Aisalawyer, politician, and author, the pioneer Honorable Minister of the trio Ministry of Art,
Culture and Creative Economy in Nigeria appointed by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu in August 2023. The Kastina born

politician upon her assumption of office as minister expressed a firm belief that the new Ministry would plough revenue into
the coffers of the Federal Government. She said the 250 diverse cultures of Nigerians would be brought on stream and

patronised by the Ministry to nurture unity bequeathed by the founding fathers which has been lost. According to her it is the

commitment to diversify from oil through the creative industry. Job creation is key and we want to create and contribute two
million jobs by 2027. We want to increase the GDP of Nigeria by $100 billion by 2030.

In the last one year her assumption of office she set herself to
transform the ministry in line with the Renewed Hope
government of President Bola Tinubu.. Her visionary leadership
encompasses various forms of artistic expression such as music,
film, fashion, visual arts, and literature with the potential to
contribute significantly to Nigeria's economy and commitment
to a deep dive into every creative sub-sector, from the finest
works of excellence to the realms of music and gaming. Also,

developing a robust economic plan aimed at creating millions of
jobs, supported by comprehensive skills training programmes

with the objective of contributing up to 10% to the nation's GDP
and expanding sectorial GDP to a remarkable $100 billion by
2030. The minister's vision of creating 10% of the country's gross
domestic product by expanding the creative sector's GDP to
$100 billion by 2030 is a big deal and should be commended by
artenthusiasts, patriots and believers of a great Nigeria.

Establishing National Assets

Barr Hannatu Musawa initiated the establishment of a National
Museum and a National Theatre in a Creative City to be located

in the federal Capital Territory (FCT). The Minister
emphasized that the establishments of the two edifices
were top on the list of projects of the Ministry which was
intended to create employment, not only for creatives but
also for Nigerians in general. It had been a great concern to
many Nigerians about the lack of a national museum in the
nation's capital where some of the world's most powerful
individuals often visit. These national monument been sited
in the Federal Capital Territory will serve as an enormous
attraction for both
citizens and foreigners
to discover the riches in
our diversity as people.
Yet to achieve of thisitis
| subject to approval of
2024 Appropriation
Budget by the Senate.
§ The Minister also noted
that the Ministry has
been grossly
underfunded and
appealed to the Senate
I Committee to upscale
| itsallocationinthe 2024
budget.

Capacity Building for
National Growth

Under Musawa's stern
watch, the FMACCE, as
of first quarter of 2024,
recorded a total of
1,005 individuals trained in professional development
programmes in the creative sub-sectors. It has also recorded
a total of 103 trainees trained in cultural and creative
academies established in partnership with higher
institutions. These remarkable positives come under
capacity building/training of individuals across the creative
sector.

Creativity Partnerships

On the crucial partnerships and collaboration front, it has
commenced mapping potential domestic and international
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partnerships and collaborations
across all sub-sectors. It has signed
MOUs for partnership with the
Recording Academy (Grammy's); the
International Council on Monuments
and Sites in collaboration with the
National Commission for Museums
and Monuments, Ahmadu Bello
University Zaria, and the American
University of Nigeria Yola.

Financing Creativity

The Minister of Art, Culture and the
Creative Economy Hannatu Musawa
launched $617 Million IDICE Fund in
collaboration with the African
Development Bank targeted at
enhancing huge potential of the
Creative Economy to generate
employment opportunities for
millions of young Nigerians. The IDICE
fund emerges as a landmark
transaction, providing a strategic
platform for directing additional long-
term financing into this dynamic
sector and providing start-up funds to
young creative, facilitating the
development and monetisation of
theirtalents.

The Minister commended AfDB and
other parties to the transaction for
the remarkable achievement, now
being emulated by other African
nations. She applauded the impact
investment focus which includes
elements such as geographical
spread, first loss position of the FGN
and grants for capacity development,
stressing that FMACCE will reflect this
spirit in its nationwide awareness
campaign on theinitiative.

Minister Musawa highlighted that the
IDICE structure offers a platform
through which the fundraising
initiatives of her Ministry can be
secured and assured that this
opportunity will be thoroughly
explored.

“Nigeria, having solidified its position
as a global hub for music, film, and
visual art, is strategically positioning
itself to leverage the IDICE funds. This

move aims to consolidate its global
standing and propel further
expansion within the creative
industry, in subsectors such as Design,
Gaming, Content Creation,
Animation, Culinary Arts, and
Publishing”.

The AfDB has appointed the Bank of
Industry as the executing agency to
manage program implementation,
reporting directly to the steering
committee. The initiative is set to
forge strategic partnerships with
selected Universities and
Polytechnics, major technology
companies and key players in the
private sector.

In a significant milestone for the
Nigerian creative landscape, the
Minister of Art, Culture, and Creative
Economy, Hannatu Musawa, had
cemented the groundbreaking
partnership with the African
Development Bank (AfDB) which
launched the $617 million Investment
in Digital and Creative Enterprises
(IDICE) fund. This transformative fund
was poised to unleash unparalleled
growth, with the potential to catalyze
over $1 billion of growth in the
creative economy upon full
deployment.

Preservation of National Treasures

The Minister of Art, Culture, and the
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Creative Economy Hannatu Musa Musawa
has sought the support of Nobel Laureate,
Prof Wole Soyinka, in providing strategies
for the promotion and preservation of
literary art in the country to tap into the
wealth of experience of the literary icon in
promoting the rich cultural heritage of the
nation. Nigeria has a huge culture content
including music, films, fashion and literary
arts of which our priorities include the
preservation of literary works. This, we
intend carrying out by formulating policies
that will ward off piracy and plagiarism.
Nigeria boasts of great writers like
Professor Wole Soyinka, the late Prof.
Chinua Achebe, Chimamanda Adichie,
Prof Okey Ndibe and many others. We will
be happy to see Prof Soyinka lead the way
on these strategies. We look unto your
antecedents for Initiatives to encourage
the younger generation to embrace and
celebrate their culturalidentity”.

Minister Hannatu Musawa championed
the initiatives to encourage the younger
generation to embrace and celebrate their
cultural identity, Artistic and Creative
Development, opportunities for
collaboration and innovation in the
creative economy, Cultural Diplomacy and
utilizing arts and culture as a tool for
international diplomacy and promoting
the nation's cultural diversity on the global
stage.
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Cutting Edge Solutions to Age-long Problems

Prof Joseph Utsev is one Nigeria's youngest ministers and first professors appointed by president Bola Ahmed Tinubu to head
the restructured Federal Ministry of Water Resources and Sanitation. His stellar performance as the commissioner of water

resources in Benue state and astute engineer earned him a place in the Federal Executive Council to steer Tinubu's Renewed
Hope agenda. Professor Utsev, who had in the last year and six months driven the ministry towards the path of achieving its

core mandate to develop and implement policies, projects, and programs that will enable sustainable access to safe and
sufficient water to meet the social, cultural, environmental, and economic development needs of all Nigerians.

ith the tenacity of purpose coupled with the ardent
conviction that there was an urgent need for a total
overhaul in the ministry, Professor Utsev quickly

embarked on a tour of the eleven river basins across the country.

This move was a deliberate attempt to generate first-hand
information about the activities/operations of these agencies.
His aggressive reform agenda in the eleven river basins,
Professor Utsev reactivated and initiated new programs to
address issues bothering the growing demand for water and the
attendant challenges.

Visionary Leadership

Curiously, despite considerable investment by the federal
government over the years, a large population of Nigerians still
does not have access to water in adequate quantity and quality,
this is the major worry of Professor Utsev, who has vowed to
change the narratives.

Interestingly, other sectors of the ministry, which were before
now not properly funded, have received the attention of the
minister through presidential interventions. For instance,
irrigation schemes and bulk water supply have since been
prioritized, just as the hydrological data collection and storage
for national planning is upgraded with modern digital
equipment.

Convinced that the winning streak depends on rugged
commitments to better the lots of Nigeria, Professor Utsev
initiated the construction of 6,761 water schemes across the
country to meet the water demand of the growing Nigerian
population. Also, several programs and projects aimed at
tackling water sanitation and hygiene across the country have
been rolled out since he assumed duty inJanuary last year.

People Focused Solutions

The importance Professor Utsev attached to sanitation
further reinforced his unequivocal stance on cleaning up the
debris of the past years as he proceeded to construct Ten
thousand five hundred sixty-eight sanitation facilities in
institutions and public placesin 127 local government Areas
across the country. Today, 15 local government areas have
been added to the 115 Open defecation-free ODF local
government areas across Nigeria, a rare feat no minister had
ever achieved within such a short period.

Professor Utsev's vision for a water-secure Nigeria is rooted
in his understanding of the complex interplay between
water, sanitation, and hygiene. He recognizes that access to
clean water is not only a basic human right but also a critical
factor in economic development, food security, and public
health.

To address the country's water challenges, Professor Utsev
has launched a series of innovative initiatives, including
providing clean water to rural communities through
decentralized water treatment systems. Another initiative is
the 'Clean Nigeria, Use a Toilet' campaign, which seeks to
end open defecation in Nigeria by constructing modern
toilet facilities and promoting good hygiene practices.

Transforming Water Basin Developmentin Nigeria

Since assuming office, the Minister has improved the 12
Lower Benue River Basin Development Authorities (RBDAs)
through exceptional leadership. He introduced creative
ways to revive ailing irrigation schemes, including partial
commercialization to make the RBDAs self-sustaining. A
monitoring and evaluation framework was established to
track progress and identify areas forimprovement.

Professor Utsev's efforts have boosted the economy by
increasing food production, creating jobs, and enhancing
sanitation. The RBDAs have become models for sustainable
development, promoting environmental sustainability, job
creation, and economic growth in line with the President's
Renewed Hope Agenda.

Professor Utsev's most outstanding achievement yet has
been his remarkable aptitude for augmenting and
expanding existing initiatives, tailoring and refining them to
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harmonize with the pragmatic
nuances of the situation. He has
expertly recalibrated, adopted, or
adapted policies to align with his
visionary objectives for the water
sector, demonstrating mastery of
strategic adaptation and leadership.

Under his leadership, the Ministry of
Water Resources has made significant
progress in water infrastructure
development, irrigation projects, and
water supply expansion, enhancing
the nation's water security. His
commitment to a water-secure
Nigeria has led to the implementation
of innovative technologies and
sustainable practices, ensuring equal
access to clean water and sanitation
forall citizens.

A cornerstone of this plan is the
Federal Ministry of Water Resources
and Sanitation, which
has been tasked with
several critical
initiatives. One of the
immediate priorities is
ensuring that both food
and water availability
and affordability are
considered national
security issues. This
integrated approach | &
mandates collaboration
between the Federal
Ministry of Agriculture
and the Federal Ministry
of Water Resources and
Sanitation to promote
year-round agricultural
productivity through effective
irrigation.

The government says it recognises the
need for a secure environment where
farmers can work without fear of
attacks. By engaging the nation's
security architecture, the government
says that efforts are underway to
protect farmlands and ensure the
safety of those who cultivate them;
thus encouraging farmers to return to
their fields. It may be recalled that the
twelve River Basin Development
Authorities (RBDAs) are pivotal in
supporting continuous farming. By
implementing irrigation schemes,
these bodies are enabling the
cultivation of crops even during the
dry season, thereby mitigating
seasonal fluctuationsin food supply.

For instance, the Graduate and Youth
Empowerment programme in these
river basins has supported young
people in acquiring improved farming
skills using water resources from
dams and irrigation facilities. A
beneficiary at the Benin-Owena River
Basin scheme, Michael Salami, said he
had been trained in beekeeping
techniques and had found more
opportunities to expand his business
and become self-employed by
exporting honey. Other beneficiaries
were trained in aquaculture, palm oil
production, and rice farming, among
otherareas.

Cutting Edge Innovative Solutions

To align with the Renewed Hope
Agenda and the Declaration of State
of Emergency on Food Security, the

ministry has unveiled several flagship
projects. These include the Water for
Expanded Irrigated Agriculture
Programme (WEIRPRO), the
Partnership for Expanded Irrigation
Programme (PEIRPRO) and the River
Basin Strategy for Poverty Alleviation
(RB-SPA). These initiatives aim to
revolutionize irrigated agriculture,
boost food security, alleviate poverty,
create jobs, and spur economic
growth.

The ministry says it is committed to
adopting innovative water resource
management practices. This involves
partnering with state and local
governments, as well as communities,
to enhance agricultural productivity.
According to the ministry, by
transitioning from traditional
methods to scientific approaches, the
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goal is to achieve year-round farming,
frequent cropping cycles and higher crop
yields.

While new initiatives are critical, the
ministry also prioritises completing
existing projects. Given the significant
capital investments already made, it is
essential to ensure that these projects
deliver value for money and contribute to
the socio-economic wellbeing of the
citizenry once operational. It may be
recalled that the theme of the 30th
Meeting of the National Council on water
Resources and Sanitation, “People, Planet
and Prosperity: Promoting water
Governance for National Food Security,”
reflects the administration's
comprehensive plan.

In his submission, the Minister of Water
Resources and Sanitation, Prof. Joseph
Utsev, said efforts to
enhance the food
security agenda included
' the construction and
rehabilitation of dams
and associated
infrastructure. The
| minister said the agenda
supported water supply,
{ sanitation, irrigation, and
hydropower generation;
thereby contributing to
the nation's socio-
. economic development.
According to him, it
includes designing buffer
dams and conducting
feasibility studies for
flood detention dams to manage excess
water from major rivers. He said effective
collaboration among federal, state, and
local governments is essential to maximise
the benefits of existing water
infrastructure.

It is worthy to note that irrigated
agriculture is key to Nigeria's economic
vibrancy, with completed irrigation
schemes, handed over to farmers through
the World Bank-sponsored Transforming
Irrigation Management in Nigeria
(TRIMING) project. The project has
significantly boosted agricultural
productivity in regions like Jigawa and
Kano states, while sustainability strategies
and planning to expand 500,000 hectares
of irrigable land by 2030 have been
developed under the leadership of the
minister, Prof Joseph Utsev.
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Benue Regains
Top Investment Rating

itch Ratings has revised the

Outlook on Benue State's

Long-Term lIssuer Default
Rating (IDR) to Positive from Stable
and affirmed the IDR at 'B-'. Fitch has
also revised the Outlook on Benue's
National Long-Term Rating to
Positive from Stable and affirmed the
rating at'A-(nga)'.For Benue State.

The revision of
the Outlooks F :
reflects Benue's . e
improved fiscal E

-
performance in tospen, :
e
all indicators. A
Its IDRs are [ S
aligned with "ResFeRme S

Nigeria's (B-
/Positive). The F
'b-' Standalone
Credit Profile
(SCP) reflects
Benue's volatile
operating
balance and |F2023
P

rising adjusted. ROSPERITY

-

PROSPERITY

This rating
reflects Fitch's
assessment of the state's
creditworthiness and highlights its
ability to meet its financial
obligations.

Benue State is honored to receive this
international recognition from a
reputable credit rating agency like
Fitch Ratings. This acknowledgement
stands as a testament to the
deliberate commitment of His
Excellency, the Executive Governor of
Benue State, Rev. Fr. Dr. Hyacinth
lormen Alia to implementing sound
fiscal policies, promoting

w

transparency, and fostering
economic growth.

The 'A-' rating grade, offers
numerous benefits and
opportunities for Benue State,
potential investors, and the Nigerian
economy as a whole. This rating

indicates an acceptable level of
creditworthiness, which can be vital
in attracting investments,
encouraging economic development,
and building sustainable
partnerships.

For Benue State, this Fitch rating will
facilitate access to global capital
markets, allowing us to secure
funding for infrastructure projects,
social welfare initiatives, and other
developmental programs. It will
promote investor confidence and
bolster our efforts to diversify the
economy, create jobs, and improve
the standard of living for our citizens.

BUSINESS

Furthermore, this rating serves as a clear sign
of the state's prudent financial management,
fiscal discipline, and transparency, which are
essential elements for any entity seeking to
attract investments. As we continue to
prioritize sustainable economic growth, this
rating reassures potential investors of our
commitment to a favorable investment
environment.

Onabroaderscale, a positive rating for Benue
State reflects positively on Nigeria's overall
investment climate. It demonstrates the
potential and opportunities that exist within
the nation, highlighting the government's
BEL: \¢ commit

"5 ment to

5 . economi
c stability
a n d
develop
ment
across all
levels —
federal,
state,
andlocal.

Benue
State
acknowle
dges the
trust
bestowe
duponus
by Fitch
Ratings and pledges to build upon this rating
as we strive for continuous improvement. We
remain committed to attract domestic and
international investors, foster public-private
partnerships, and create an enabling
environment for economic growth, job
creation, and poverty reduction

As we move forward, Benue State stands
ready to explore new possibilities, implement
progressive policies, and work hand-in-hand
with our stakeholders to maximize the
advantages offered by this Fitch rating. We
welcome investors, partners, and individuals
who share our vision of a prosperous and
inclusive Benue State and Nigeria.
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Moving Mountains and Breaking Records

The former honorable member of the green chamber of the National Assembly representing Akoko North East/Akoko
North West Federal Constintuency in Ondo State, Hon Olubunmi Tunji Ojo is one of the youngest ministers appointed by

president Bola Ahmed Tinubu and distinctively shown preparedness for the job he was appointed to. The U50 leader,
politician, technocrat and strategist assumed office with the commitment to uproot corruption from the agencies under

the ministry, mainly Nigeria Immigration Service, Nigeria Correctional Service, Nigeria Security and Civil Defense Corps
and others. His dogged disposition to achieve the seemingly impossible objectives did not only stand as a test to his

competence but also the Renewed Hope Agenda.

Innovation and Reform in
Nigeria Immigration
Service

ne of his hallmark

triumphs was the

commendable
feat at the Nigeria |
Immigration Service (NIS), F
where he orchestrated the
clearance of an
overwhelming backlog of
204,332 passports within a
record-breaking three-
week period, rescuing the
nation from the grips of a
dire national crisis. In
addition, his set goals for
the ministry had heralded a
new era of efficiency and
service delivery,
revolutionized passport
processing with a two-
week timeline and the introduction of home and office delivery
of passports, which commenced in February 2024. His initiative
toimplement personal uploads of passport photographs further
streamlines the application process, fostering convenience and
accessibility. The minister's proactive stance on international
relations demonstrated his commitment to reciprocity in visa
processes, challenging inequitable privileges granted to foreign
nationals while championing the rights of Nigerian applicants.
This monumental accomplishment underscores his
commitment to expeditious service delivery for Nigerian
citizens. Innovative E-Platforms for Visa Processing:
Spearheading revolutionary reforms, Hon. Tunji-Ojo introduced
user-friendly e-platforms for visa applications, allowing passport
photo uploads via the immigration portal. This initiative
promises increased accessibility and convenience for Nigerians
seeking visas. The unveiling of enhanced e-passport facilities in
key Nigerian Embassies across Europe stands as a testament to
his commitment to improving service capabilities for Nigerian
citizens abroad, particularly in Spain, Greece, Austria,

Switzerland, and Italy.

NSCDCTransformation

Under the honorable minister, The Nigeria Security and Civil
Defense Corps (NSCDC) has been setting a new standard for
security agencies through significant strides in combating
economic sabotage and protecting the nation's economic
interests. NSCDC has risen from relative obscurity to a
position of prominence and respect among security
agencies through the transformative leadership of the
minister and the leadership of the agency. The corps'
impressive track record in tackling oil sector criminals and
safeguarding critical infrastructure is a testament to the
administration's unwavering dedication and commitment
to excellence.

The NSCDC has undergone significant transformation and
growth underthe present leadership including:

Establishment of the Civil Defence Academy in Jos,
Plateau State, enhancing personnel training and
capacity building.

Creation of the NSCDC Arms Squad Training School
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in Nassarawa State, boosting
arms handling and combat skills.

Formation of the NSCDC
Female Squad to tackle
kidnapping, school restiveness,
and gender-based security
concerns nationwide.

Launch of the NSCDC Special
Mines Marshal to combat illegal
mining and safeguard the
country's mining sector.

Introduction of career
progression courses, promoting
personnel development and
growth.

Enhancement of welfare
packages, boosting morale and
motivation.

Massive acquisition of arms
for operational use,
strengthening the Corps' crime-
fighting capacity.

Procurement of mini fire
fighting tankers, enhancing
disaster response and
management capabilities.

These achievements have
significantly impacted the corps'
operational efficiency, enhancing its
capacity to tackle emerging security
challenges in line with the Renewed
Hope agenda.

Advocacy for
Equitable Salaries:

His advocacy for fair
compensation for
paramilitary officers
and the proposal for
a pension board for
various security
services highlight
his dedication to
ensuring better
welfare and equity
within the sector.

Criminal Justice
Reform and
Rehabilitation:

Collaborative
efforts led to the
release of 4,000
inmates from
correctional
centers, showcasing
his commitment to
rehabilitation and

social justice through strategic
partnerships and financial assistance.

Moreover, Hon. Olubunmi Tunji-Ojo's
tenure has witnessed an
unprecedented promotion of 32,361
personnel across the Nigeria
Correctional Service, Nigeria
Immigration Service, Federal Fire
Service, and Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps.

The fact of outstanding performance
of the minister of Interior has also
been acknowledged and even
commended by the president.

President's Commendation A Spur for
Greatness

Tunji-Ojo was commended by the
president for his transformative
efforts in the areas of resolving the
issue of passports issuance as well as
repositioning the activities of Nigeria
Immigration Service. The encouraging
remarks of President Tinubu had been
deemed necessary as it underscored
the giant strides of Tunji-Ojo and
equally seen as a catalyst that is
capable of spurring the Interior
minister to surpass himself.

In over a year since his assumption of
office as the nation's minister of
Interior, Tunji-Ojo had done enough to
stand as a beacon of hope in the

GOVERNANCE
administration of President Bola Tinubu.
He had also redefined service delivery, in
addition to rekindled optimism in the
hearts of many hitherto disillusioned
Nigerians. The accomplished business and
management executive has simply done
enough as a minister in few months to
convince that Nigerian nation that can
workis truly possible.
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A New Horizon for Nigeria’s Leaders of Tomorrow

Dr Jamila Bio Ibrahim is Nigeria's first minister of the newly created Ministry of Youth Development under president
Bola Ahmed Tinubu. A second generation politician, public servant and youngest minister appointed under the
Renewed Hope Mandate of president Bola Ahmed Tinubu, she became saddled with the responsibility to develop and
drive the ministry formed established from what was formerly known as Ministry of Youths and Sports Development.
The Minister of Youth Development affirmed her commitment to using the ministry to engage relevant youth bodies in
any decision-making process affecting them. The ministry's preparedness to ensure that its engagement with the youth
yields meaningful results, dismantle the misinformation of the youth rebuilding strong connection bridge between
government and the people.

n 2023 when Dr Jamila Bio lbrahim, the Honorable Minister
of Youth Development charted the ministry's vision for the
Nigerian youth beyond just an audacious footprint but a
revolutionary, education encompassing, skills development,
and empowerment across various sectors in the country. The
ministry which coordinates all youth related activities,
interventions and plans of the Federal government has various
bodies under it, including; National Youth Service Corps (NYSC),
Citizenship and Leadership Training Center (Man'O'War),

Education and Youth Development Center, Enterprise

Development and Promotion and others. The Honorable
Minister expressed dedication to empowering young
Nigerians through various initiatives focused on skills
development, empowerment, and engagement, providing
them with the tools they need to succeed and thrive.

Transformative Youth Centered Initiatives

Some of the transformative initiatives under her preview
were first the NextGen Bank set to be launched in 2024 as a
retail development financial institution, a joint initiative
with the Bank of Industry, private sector, and development
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partners dedicated to empowering youth
and youth-led ventures. The initiative seeks
to provide grants, low-interest loans, and
equity investments, catalyzing youth
entrepreneurship in agriculture,
sustainable mining, green energy,
sustainable mobility, blue economy,
healthcare services, education and skill
development, financial services, ICT and
telecoms.

Her commitment rural impact necessitated
the launch of youth villages to be
implemented in partnership with states like
Niger, Katsina, and Ebonyi for both physical
and virtual communities — focusing on
regional economic strengths. The
sustainable communities would be hubs for
economic, social, and political
engagement, breaking ground within Q1,
2024. This was apart from the planned
rehabilitation of our Youth Development
Centres across the country which were to
commence in earnest thisyear, 2024.

National Youth Skills Program (NYSP)

The National Youth Skills Program (NYSP) is
a proactive response to the urgent
requirement of equipping Nigerian Youth
with essential skills and certifications

necessary to succeed in today's dynamic
workforce. Our program aims to
empower the youth by providing them
with practical training, industry-relevant
certifications, and mentorship
opportunities. By participating in NYSP,
young individuals can enhance their
employability, contribute effectively to
national development, and shape a
prosperous future for themselves and the
country. Join us in shaping a skilled and
empowered youth workforce for a
brighter Nigeria!

1DWLRROMKY HVWRE QW

The Minister of Youth Development, Dr.
Jamila Bio Ibrahim led the re-launch of
N100 billion restructured Nigeria Youth
Investment Fund (NYIF) had received an
impressive 80,000 applications within the
first 72 hours of its flagoff. According to
the minister, the overwhelming response
underscored the strong enthusiasm and
interest among Nigerian youth in
accessing the fund to support their
entrepreneurial and innovative
endeavors.

The National Youth Investment Fund
(NYIF) was created focused financing and
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funding mechanisms for
youth-enabled
businesses and
innovations to keep our
youth gainfully engaged
in productive ventures. It
is focused on maximizing
impact, the programme
had been restructured to
focus on existing high-
potential businesses and
create strategic clusters
that will generate up to
two million direct and
indirect jobs over a three
years.

Dr. Ibrahim emphasized
that the present
administration, led by
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu places great
importance on forming
strategic partnerships
and fostering
collaborative efforts as essential
components for successfully
achievingthe outlined goals.

All stakeholders, including
government at all levels, the private
sector, traditional and religious
leaders, civil society, and the media,
are urged to join us in mobilizing
youth across all social strata to
benefit from the NYIF. Together, we
can foster an environment where
young entrepreneurs are given the
necessary support to thrive, drive
economic growth, and build the
desired future for our dear nation.
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The Power of Data in Your

Future

by Prince Oye-Adeniran

ata analytics has transformed

several industries and

consequently economies. It
has allowed companies to make data-
driven choices, optimize operations,
and improve consumer experiences.
Naturally, we would have various
spectrums of customer experiences. As
we move forward, evolving
technologies will reshape the
landscape of data analytics, presenting
new opportunities and problems. This
article investigates the future of data
analytics in light of these new
technologies.

INTERNET OF THINGS (10T)
Data from Connected Devices:

This aspect basically explores the large
volumes of data produced by sensors,
smart devices, and perhaps connected
devices. The expansion of loT devices
has formed a pivotal aspect in the
emergence of data analytics and
understanding this analytics results in
meaningful insights. For example,
predictive maintenance in healthcare
and manufacturing can be
accomplished by analyzing data from
machinery sensors in order to forecast
failures before they occur. This will
ultimately save the business a lot of
money and consequently reduce
overheads.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
MACHINE LEARNING

Integration with Al and Machine
Learning:

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Machine
Learning (ML) are highly instrumental
in transforming data analytics. The 3
elements work hand in hand. The
combination of Al and machine
learning with data analytics enables

more advanced data processing,
predictive modelling, and automation. In
the future, Al-powered analytics will
enable real-time decision-making, reveal
hidden patterns in massive datasets, and
deliver more in-depth insights. In recent
years, the combination of Machine
Learning (ML), Artificial Intelligence (Al),
and Data Analytics has transformed how
businesses operate, make decisions, and
engage with customers. Businesses can
make informed decisions which are
critical to productivity. These
interconnected sectors are
revolutionizing industries by offering
deeper insights, automating processes,
and forecasting future trends.

CLOUD COMPUTING AND BIG DATA
TECHNOLOGIES

Scalable Data Processing:

A little background to cloud computing;
In the past, organizations had to rely on
physical data centers which consumed a
lot of resources. This brought about the
advent of cloud technology.

Cloud computingis a model for delivering
computing services via the internet ("the
cloud") rather than local servers or
personal devices. These services include
servers, storage, databases, networking,
software, analytics, and intelligence.
Cloud computing allows organizations to
access sophisticated IT resources without
investing in and maintaining physical
infrastructure.

Cloud systems will provide the capacity
to store, process, and analyze large

TECHNOLOGY

datasets as long as data volumes
continue to grow. Because of this,
companies can use data analytics
without making significant investments
in physicalinfrastructure.

Advanced Analytics Services:

Cloud providers are rapidly delivering
advanced analytics services including
data lakes, Al platforms, and machine
learning. These tools make complex data
analytics solutions more accessible to
enterprises of all sizes and technological
expertise.

Automated Analytics:

Automated analytics platforms enable
non-experts to design and deploy
machine learning models. This
democratization of data science will
enable more organizations to use
advanced analytics without the
necessity for ateam of data scientists.

Edge Analytics:

As loT devices continue to grow, edge
analytics will become more prominent.
Instead of sending all data to a
centralized cloud for processing, edge
analytics involves analyzing data at the
edge of the network, close to where it is
generated. This reduces latency and
bandwidth usage, enabling real-time
decision-making and fasterinsights.

Block chain Technology:

Blockchain technology can enable
secure and transparent data sharing
among several businesses. This can
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facilitate collaborative analytics
initiatives, allowing different parties to
contribute and analyze shared datasets
without jeopardizing data privacy.

QUANTUM COMPUTING
Solving Complex Problems:

Quantum computing has the potential
to solve complicated issues that are
currently beyond the capabilities of
classical computers. In the field of data
analytics, quantum computing has the
potential to significantly accelerate the
processing of massive datasets and
improve the accuracy of prediction
models. This could transform medicine
development, climate modeling, and
financial forecasting.

AUGMENTED ANALYTICS
Natural Language Processing (NLP):

In IT, it refers to technologies that let
computers understand, interpret, and
respond to human languages. This type

of artificial intelligence (Al) is known as
natural language processing (NLP). The
components are semantics, syntaxes,
pragmatics, Morphology, phonetics,
and phonology.

Augmented analytics leverages NLP to
enable users to interact with data using
natural language queries. This makes
data analytics more accessible to non-
technical users, allowing them to ask
guestions and get insights without
needing to understand complex
analytical methods.

Conclusion

The emergence of emerging
technologies directly impacts the future
of data analytics. Al and machine
learning will enable automation and
deeper insights, l1oT will broaden the
range of data sources, blockchain will
improve data security, quantum
computing will address complicated
problems, augmented analytics will
make data more accessible, and cloud

TECHNOLOGY

computing will give scalable solutions.
As these technologies advance, data
analytics will become increasingly
important in business strategy,
allowing organizations to innovate,
compete, and survive in an
increasingly data-driven
environment.

The advanced nations must play a
critical role in joining hands with third-
world nations to leverage the benefits
that come with data analytics in
emerging technologies to improve
healthcare, manufacturing,
education, and banking which are
very pivotal to the larger economy. Its
advantage in demand forecasting,
investment analysis, and security
cannot be over-emphasized.
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exploration project Block F1 which would
be delivered that by the end of the year
2024. The project which held enormous
potentials that could become economically
beneficial to the country could feed various
factories involved in glass making, abrasive,
foundry, hydraulic fracturing applications,
and several other industrial uses. Having
proven substantial commercial reserves
can trigger huge investments in local steel
making and glass manufacturing. Also
other projects targeted at Bauxite
exploration on the Mambila Plateau, in
Orin-Ekiti, and Oban Massif, as well as
Inseam Coal Exploration. The minister has
led the heads of agencies and departments
working on Manganese in Aiyedayo, Mopa-
Moro Local Government Area of Kogi State;
as well as in Aking and Utuwang in Cross
River state, among other locations.

The Minister of Steel Development,
Shuaibu Audu in line with the president's
mandate partnered with the Ministry of
Defence to revitalize the steel development

industry as both a catalyst for robust
economic growth and a doorway to
immense opportunities for Nigeria's
massive pool of talented entrepreneurs.
New investments in steel production
were set to spur the growth of so many
other sectors and industrialisation to be a
reality in the country where there was
sufficient energy and steel, and Nigerian
steel as a pivot to the country's economy
and other economies in the West African
regionin future years.

The minister, following the presidential
approval to restart the Light Steel Mill
(LSM) section of Ajaokuta Steel Complex
for the production of iron rods, on the
progress made on restarting the section,
which will cost N35 billion at the first
stage had gotten positive commitments
from several financial institutions that
had already provided offer letters for this
transaction and that the project was
expected to create up to 5,000 direct and
indirect jobs for Nigerians. A Chinese
company, Jindal Steel Group had

indicated an interest in investing up to $5
e T———

GOVERNANCE
billion in a new steel plant in Nigeria
on the sidelines of the G20 meeting
in New Delhi, India, in September
2023.

The Minister of Steel Development,
Shuaibu Abubakar Audu, had shown
concerted efforts by the government
to boost the industry through the
light section mill of Ajaokuta Steel
which was to supply around 400,000
metric tonnes of iron rods to the
Ministry of Works for road
construction across Nigeria upon
completion. He acknowledged that
the 30,000 km of roads under
construction nationwide would need
about 7 million metric tonnes of iron
rods over four years, yet confirmed
Ajaokuta can supply 400,000 metric
tonnes annually to these projects.
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Leading A New Dawn of Hope for Industry

Prince Abubakar Audu is the honorable minister of Steel Development appointed in August 2023 by president Bola Ahmed
Tinubu to drive one of Nigeria's richest industries; steel. The creation of Ministry of Steel Development was the bold move

by the Tinubu administration to address the erstwhile tawdry local steel production industry, and the appointment of an
indigene of the biggest steel edifice in the country, Ajaokuta Steel to lead the transformation of the industry has gradual

gained steam in the past one year since his assumption to office. Highlighting the significance of the steel sector in
Nigeria's economic advancement, the minister had assured that the commitment of the Renewed Hope agenda to drive

industrialisation, manufacturing and unlock the country's vast natural resource potential through the steel industry.

rince Shuaibu Abubakar is the son

of one of the pioneer governors of

Nigeria's democratic sojourn that
commenced in 1999, the banker and
investment expert took over affairs in the
ministry after being appointed by the
president and his wealth of experience in
the banking sector has gradually began to
record significant milestones. His
determination to work with critical
stakeholders to deliberate on strategies for
advancing the steel industry underscored a
proactive approach towards achieving

sustainable economic growth and

development in Nigeria. Through
collaborative efforts and strategic
interventions, the nation aims to harness
the full potential of its steel sector to
propel progress and prosperity for all
citizens.

The Honourable Minister of Steel
Development, Prince Shuaibu Abubakar
Audu, had engaged a consortium led by
the original developers of Ajaokuta Steel
Company Limited (ASCL),
Tyamzhpromexport (TPE), to revive the
steel plant which had been abandoned

for over40years.

The Minister led the stakeholders in
pursuit of achieving the President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu's “Renewed
Hope Agenda”, which is keen on
ensuring the production of steel in
the country and industrialising
Nigeria through the Steel Sector
before the end of his first term in
office.

Prince Shuaibu had galvanized
government's support to provide
special intervention funding in the
completion of the Obi-Lafia coal
project. If this coal
project is fully
developed, it is capable
of reducing the
importation of coking
coal, one of the major
raw materials needed in
steel production. For
Obi-Lafia coal to be
economically minable,
In-seam exploration is
needed to determine
the feasibility of mining
this coal resource; bulk
sampling for pilot
testing and laboratory
tests/analysis to
ascertain the suitability
of the coal for use as
feed for Ajaokuta coke
ovens.
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Important Books You Need To Read
in This Quarter by Simon Tuleh

itled, My Life in the Public Eye, it is a fascinating follow-up to
Segun Osoba’s 2019 celebrated memoir, BATTLELINES:
Adventures in Journalism and Politics. According to Diamond
Publications, publisher of the book, it is a unique book that documents
public reactions to BATTLELINES and features some of the Author’s

historic reflections onissues of publicinterest since 2019.

Y R S : As powerfully intimate as it is politically incendiary' VOGUE 'A portrait

o zecept the life faid eat for thes’ - of Chinathrough four women who refused to accept the life laid out for

SUNDAY TIMES
on a country in the throes of change' GUARDIAN A Sunday Times,

Observer & BBC Highlight for 2024 This is a book about the coming of

age of four women born in China in the 1980s and 1990s, in a society

REV” L“ I Io N s about to change beyond recognition. It is about Leiya, who wants to
23

them. Incredible' SUNDAY TIMES 'A revelatory, moving and tender tale
of hopes, fears and change' PETER FRANKOPAN 'Meticulously reports

escape the fate of the women in her village. Still underage, she bluffs

: her way on to the factory floor. It is about June, who at fifteen sets what

T ) : ) her family thinks is an impossible goal: to attend university rather than
;i (g raise pigs. It is about Siyue, ranked second-to-bottom of her English
£ ey 3 / ‘——L class, who decides to prove her teachers wrong. And it is about Sam,
\/i 55 —L +* .. who becomes convinced that the only way to change her country is to

j ﬂ become an activist —even as the authorities slowly take her peers from

the streets. With unprecedented access to the lives, hopes, homes,

dreams and diaries of four ordinary women over a period of six years,
Private Revolutions gives a voice to those whose stories go untold. At a

\.\
X
N . .« . . . . . .
\3.9 & time of rising state censorship and suppression, it unearths the identity
\ﬁ\, AN of modern Chinese society —and, through the telling, something of our
o own.
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Declare A State of Emergency

In Youth Skills Promotion
by Comrade Solomon Adodo

Comrade Solomon Adodo is the founder/president of Riseup for United Nigeria
(RUN) and former national president of National Youth Council of Nigeria
(NYCN). He is a writer, speaker, youth advocate, leadership expert and public
policy analyst with close to two decades in experience contributing to national

policy on youth employment, empowerment and capacity development.

According to the United Nations, a 'youth' is defined as
those persons between the ages of 15 and 24 years, without
prejudice to other definitions by Member States, while the
Nigerian National Youth Policy defines youth as anyone
between the age of 18 and 35. Statistics shows that Nigeria's
populationis currently estimated at over 22 million with the
median age - the age at the midpoint of the population 18.1
years .. This poses challenges and opportunities. The
country has the largest population of youth in the world and
a median age of 18.1 years. About 70% of the population is
under30,and 42%is underthe age of 15.

The overall quality of life for the population is of concern.
There are high levels of poverty, unemployment and
insecurity — of food, lives and property nearly.12% of the
world population in extreme poverty lives in Nigeria, as
measured by a poverty threshold at US$1.90 a day.

Every human being is endowed with the potentials to
succeed so long as we as humans are breathing we are not
unemployable, because everybody has something to offer.
No human being is useless, especially the vibrant productive
population comprising of youth as seen in Nigeria. It is
imperative for government to identify skill sets that fit into
her program. The president Bola Ahmed Tinubu
administration must declare a state
of emergency in promoting skills
sets as imperative to properly
position the Nigerian youth to
compete globally.

Because humanity has needs and
meeting the felt needs is what is
called employment. People have
needs for food and if you can meet
their health needs to feed then you
are employed in that sector of
agriculture. So we need skills all
over the country anditisnotatime
for excuse neither on the part of the government nor on the
part of the youth. And in defining the youth we need to

know who are designated as youths, youths are those between
the ages of 18 to 29 years, once you are above 29 years by the
Nigerian Youth policy you are a middle aged citizen. So there is a
need for this active crop of citizens to be properly skilled not just
with the degrees that are acquired and we are very thankful that
this new government has taken that part to skills development.
The current Minister of Youth is working towards having a
particular skill set per local government, And to meet with the
comparative advantage of these local governments so that the
youth in that locality or locality can be trained in that respect. So
they can contribute their quota to national development, make a
living for themselves and significantly move Nigeria on a better
scaleinthe balance of trade.

We would not be saying the government has done enough or not
yet done enough. Even though we have a government that
continued along the same party line in its governance pattern
there is a departure from the erstwhile practice of appointing
older people to head the youth ministry, but today we have two
youth ministers in charge of the federal ministry of youth
development. The team is in charge of addressing Youth
initiatives, Youth skills, youth energies and youth potentials.
There is a total departure and it's imperative at this point that we
also chipinthat despite the challenges being experienced, within
these challenges are opportunities and what we need to do in
. : line with the theme of this
¢ year's International Youth
Day titled; "Youth Skills For
Peace and Development".
We call on the government
N to take a cue from the
recent uproar from the
youths that old trick will no
longer work on this fast
growing population.
i Nigeria youths have risen
up to demand for
transparency and

accountability from leadership.
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"It's so easy to fall in love but hard
to find someone who will catch
you." "Sometimes the one thing
you are looking for is the one thing
you can't see." "Nothing compares
with the finding of true love;
because once you do your heag
complete.

For David Adeleke, ‘Davig
Chioma Rowland, ‘Che
the whole had to sta
serenade their long ng
relationship. Sal
The event will be talked about for a
long time and Nigerian Celej
Marriage Jury will be watg
the fairy tale of FORE\4
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